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Elders

Mack Jones—267-3090

Brett LeTourneau—706-2192

Mike Souza— 674-2268

Secretary

Amanda Stutsman—559-674-5203

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—559-259-6879

(2017 Shepherding lists are posted.
Call your elder when there is a need.)

“Forgive Me When
I Whine”

Here’s an interesting series of
thoughts for November.

Today upon a bus, I saw a
lovely maid with golden hair; I
envied her -- she seemed
so gay, and how, I
wished I were so fair;
When suddenly she rose
to leave, I saw her
hobble down the aisle;
she had one foot and
wore a crutch, but as she
passed, a smile.

Oh God, forgive me when I
whine, I have two feet -- the
world is mine.

And when I stopped to buy
some sweets, the lad who
served me had such charm; he
seemed to radiate good cheer,
his manner was so kind and
warm; I said, "It's nice to deal
with you, such courtesy I
seldom find"; he turned and
said, "Oh, thank you sir." And

then I saw that he was blind.

Oh God, forgive me when I
whine, I have two feet -- the
world is mine.

Then, when walking down the
street, I saw a child with eyes
of blue; he stood and watched

the others play, it
seemed he knew not
what to do; I stopped a
moment, then I said,
"Why don't you join the
others, dear?" He looked
ahead without a word,
and then I knew he could
not hear.

Oh God, forgive me when I
whine, I have two feet -- the
world is mine.

With feet to take me where I'd
go; with eyes to see the
sunsets glow, with ears to hear
what I would know. I am
blessed indeed. The world is
mine; oh, God, forgive me
when I whine by the Savior
who died for me!

I will see you Sunday!
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Thanksgiving
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in
everything give thanks; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you.” – I

Thessalonians 5:16-18

Most people are familiar with the story of Pollyanna. For
those that don’t, she was an orphan who was
determined to find the positive in every situation she
faced, no matter what negative things happened to her.
Merriam-Webster defines Pollyanna as “a person
characterized by irrepressible optimism and the
tendency to find good in everything.” To some
observers, being a Pollyanna is perceived as being
excessively cheerful. However, I have found myself
behaving as a Pollyanna in several recent situations.

For example, this past summer, my check engine light
came on. When I ran the diagnostic, the code that came
up implied that I would need to replace a catalytic
converter. This had the potential of being super
expensive, and I happened to be on reduced-pay family
leave at the time. However, as Elsa and I were driving
to the dealership, I found myself telling her that we

could be thankful that I was already off from work and
didn’t have to worry about taking vacation time to get
the car fixed. She agreed with me in prayer as I thanked
God that I could take care of this right away.

When Maisey and Jude got into a fight and Maisey
needed vet attention, I was immediately thankful that it
happened while the vet office was still open, that they
were willing to see her, and that they were able to glue
her wound without using sutures. I was even more
thankful that I didn’t have to take her to the pet
emergency room and pay exorbitant fees. In other
words, it could have been much worse.

Thanksgiving isn’t just going around the table once a
year and naming the things for which we are thankful.
It’s not just naming a blessing on Facebook every day
in November. It’s so much more than that. It’s a lifestyle
where in the midst of our inconvenience, pain, or grief,
we remember our Creator who loves us; we remember
that He loves us. Because of this truth, we are called to
give thanks through the pain and frustration that we
encounter. In everything.

~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Scott & Anelle Price
CMF International — Tanzania

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

One of my favorite movies at the moment is a little film called
“Trolls”. Yes, for those of you that missed this brightly colored movie it is
based around the “Trolls” dolls that were popular in the 60s and 70s; eve-
rything comes back in style I tell ya! In the beginning of the movie, the
trolls are running away from the ugly antagonists, the Bergens, and creates
chaos, as some of the trolls are slower. This leads the troll, King Peppy, to
make a quick decision to save his loyal subjects. As he saves these trolls
one at a time the trolls exclaim, “Thank you, King Peppy!” and they all be-
come safe in the end. This scene is one of my favorites, because of how
gleefully everyone is in this situation. It would have been easy for the king
ignore the needs of his subjects, just as it would have been easy for the
trolls being saved to just contently say, “Thanks” and move on with their
lives. However, that is not how it went! The king was happy to save them,
just as the Trolls were happy that they were saved! As we get into Novem-
ber, Gratitude will be will be a focal point of the month, as it should. How-
ever, how many times a year do we find ourselves “thanking” something
with no joy or because we feel like we have to? Sometimes we say “thank
you” so emptily that no one believes it. So while thankfulness is on our
minds, let us refocus on what we are truly thankful for, and exclaim what
we are thankful for in glee; not only to our Friends and Family but to God
as well! -xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Birthdays

8 Charles Camp

9 Louie Sucunza

16 Kathy Schwenck

1 2

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

3 4

Men’s Breakfast—7:30am

@Perkos

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

5

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Annual Meeting after Worship

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

6 7

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

8

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

9

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

10 11

12

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

13 14

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

15 16

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

17 18

19

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

Harvest Dinner — noon

20 21

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

22

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

23 24 25

26

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

27 28

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

29 30

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm



There are now four emphases in prayer that are open
to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are available during the service to pray
specifically with you and for you.

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry meets Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up our church family.

House Of Prayer is an
inter-church group
which meets Thursday
mornings from 6:00-
7:00.

The only thing missing
is you!

“HONORING
GOD” SERIES

November 5th—

“Those Who Honor Me”

November 12th—

“A Weightless Word”

November 19th—

“Honoring My Father”

November 26th—

“The Life of Honor”

"Prayer--secret, fervent,

believing prayer--lies at

the root of all personal

godliness."
~Carey's Brotherhood,

Serampore

CWF Breakfast—Saturday, November 4th

at 8am @ the home of Robin Walton
2805 Willow Drive

2017 Harvest Offering will be
used for CA Fire Relief.

There is a Synapse
Group with your
name on it. Why

haven’t you joined
a group yet?

Choose to get con-
nected to others!

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, November 4th

@ Perkos—7:30 AM

The Elders meeting follows at 9 AM in Pas-
tor Mike’s Office & the Board at 10 AM.

HARVEST DINNER
November 19TH

NoON following the service
Join your church family for a Day of Thankfulness and a
great time following the Sunday service. Look for the sign-
ups in the foyer as we draw closer to the day.

The 2017 Annual Meeting is November 5th follow-
ing the Morning Service. Sample Ballots and
Proposed Budgets are in the hallway.
Each family is asked to take one packet
and prayerfully consider it as the meeting
approaches.


